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Farmers blast ‘totally unsafe’ Highways
England road plans

25/06/2021, 12:36

Ed Henderson 25 May 2021

Farmers have blasted new road plans that will force them on a fonger and "highly
dangerous” journey to join the A4/ from Upton village, near Peterborough.
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[ractors and trallers cartiing Crep

use narrow country lanes, Upton Drift and Langley

instead of the wider main road they currently use.
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The proposais, which will be submitted for planning review wis summet, are part o
Highways England’s plans 10 upgrade the A47 between Wansford and Sutton to a dual

carriageway, to improve safety and ease congestion.

See also: W@ﬂwy,ww@_im
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Four farms and a farm contractor in the immediate area use the roads every day
V.

“Totally unsafe’

Mixed farmer David Longfoot said the rural community was being “steamrolled” by

Highways England.

“Why are they not accepting that we cannot run agricutture vehicles and cars safely pas

one another on the Langley Bush Road? Why are they closing our perfectly good road that

is wider and a mile-and-a-half shorter [to access the A47]?" asked Mr Longfoot.

“We are going to be left with something that is highty dangerous and totaily unsafe.”
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Currently, the farmers use the wider Upton Road to access the A47 at Nene WWay

roundabout.
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Visit our Know How centre for practical farming advice
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which would force the farmers to use the narrow lanes to access Sutton Heath Road

where they can join the A47 at the new roundabouit.
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Mr Longfoot added: “We have been walting nine monins

Langley Bush Road is less than 7m wide, hedgerow to hedgerow.

A spokesperson said: “During the consultation, we received significant feedback regarding

the scheme's proposed southern route [south of the existing A47 road], its er vironme(rt be
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impacts and rat-running through local villages..
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“To resolve these problems, the scheme route moved to north of th
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